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Epheſians v. 14. 


Awake thou that fleepeſt, and ariſe from the 
Dead, and Chriſt /hall give thee light. 


SK N diſcourſing on theſe words, I ſhall with 
2 1 Le with the help of God, | 


SSD 3 are ſpoken, 


II. Intorce the Exhortation, Awake thou that ſlerpeſt, 
and arife from the dead. And 

III. Explain the promiſe to ſuch as do awake and 
ariſe; Chriſt ſhall give thee light. | 

I. 1. And firſt, as to the ſleepers here ſpoken to. 
By ſleep is ſignified the natural ſtate of Man; that 
deep fleep of the Soul into which the ſin of Adam hath 
caſt all who ſpring from his Loins; that Supineneſs 
Indolence and Stupidity, that Inſenſibility of his real 
condition, wherein every man comes into the world, 
and continues till the voice of God awakes him. 

2, Now they that fleep, fleep in the night. The ſtate 
of nature is a ſtate of utter darkneſs; a ſtate wherein 
Darkneſs covers the Earth, ant grofs darkneſs the people. 
The poor unawakened ſinner, how much knowledge 
ſoever he may have, as to other Things, has no know- 
ledge of himſelf; In this reſpect he knoweth nothing yet 
as he ought to know. He knows not that he is a fallen 
Spirit, whoſe only buſineſs in this preſent world, is to 
recover from his fall, to regain that image of God 
wherein he was created, He ſees no neceſſity for the one 
Thing needful, even that inward umiverfal Change, that 
Birth from above, (figur'd out by Baptiſm,) which is 


the beginning of that total Renovation, that Sanctifi- 


cation of Spirit, ſoul and body, without which no man 


Shall fie the Lord. 
A 3 Full 


J. Deſcribe the fleepers to whom they 
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3. Full of all Diſeaſes as he is, he fancies himſelf in 
perfect health: Faſt bound in miſery and iron, he 
dreams that he is happy, and at liberty, He ſays, 
Peace Peace, while the Devil, as a ſtrong man armad, is 
in full poſſeſſion of his foul. He fleeps on till, aud 
takes his reſt, tho” hell is moved from beneath to meet 
him; tho” the Pit from whence there is no return, 
hath opened its mouth to ſwallow him up. A fire is 
kindled around him, yet he knoweth it not ; yea, it 
burns him, yet he lays it not to heart. 

4. By one who fleeps, we are therefore to under- 
ſtand, (and would to God we might all underſtand it!) 
a linner ſatisfied in his fins; contented ro remain in 
his fallen ſtate, to live and die without the image ot 
God: One who is ignorant both of his diſeaſe and of 
the only Remedy for it: One who never was warned, 
or never regarded the warning voice of God to fee 
from the wrath to come. One that never yet ſaw he 
was in danger of hell-fire, or cried in the Earneſtneſs 
of his Soul, What muſt 1 do to be ſaved? 

g. If this Sleeper be not outwardly vicious, his 
Sleep is uſually the deepeſt of all: Whether he be of 
the Laodicean Spirit, neither cold nor hot; but a quiet 
rational, inoffenſive, good-natured profe ſlor of the Re- 
ligion of his Fathers ; or whether he be zealous and 
orthodox, and aftcr the firaiteft Sect of onr Religion, lives 
a Phariſee, that 1s, according to the ſcriptrral account, 
one that ies himſelf; one that labours zo e/tabliſh his 
own Righteouſneſs, as the Ground of his Acceptance 
with God. | 

6. This is he, who, having the Form of Godline/s, 
ſenies the poaver thereof; yea, and probably reviles it 
whereſoever it is found, as mere extravagance and 


dcluſion. Mean-while, the wretched ſelt-deceiver 


thanks God that he is not as other men are; Adulterers, 
Unjuft, Extortioners ; No, he doth no wrong to any 
man. He as tavice in the Week, uſes all the means 
of Grace, 1s conſtant at Church and Sacrament ; yea, 
and gives Tythes of all that he hath, does all the good 
that he can: Touching the Righteouſurſs of the Lav, he 


is 


' 


&.--F: 7 
is blameleſs: He wants nothing of Godlinefs, but the 
Power; Nothing of religion, but the Spirit; Nothing 
oi Chriſtianity, but the Trath and the Life, 

7. Bur kno ye not, that however highly eſteemed 
among men, /#ch a Chriſiian as this may be, he is an 
Abomination in the ſight of God, and an heir of 
every Woe, which the Son of God yeiterday, To— 
day, and tor ever denounces againſt Scribes and Pha- 
v/ees, 14 vpocr tes / He hath made ciran the outſide of 
the Cup aud the Platter, but within is tull of all filthi— 
nels. Ar wil Dijiaſe cleaverh ſtill wnto him; fo that 
| bis ireward parts are very qwvicieducſs, Our Lord fitly 


compares him to a painted Srfulchre, which appears 
b:antiful withint; Bur nevertheleſs is /ull of dead 

BER. Mus bones, and of all Utcicanni, The bones indeed 

| are no longer dry; the Sinexws and the fleſh are come 

pon them, and the Skin covers them above: But there is 

| uo Breath in them, no Spirit of the Living God. 
And if any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
His. Ye are Chriſt's if % be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in you. But if not, God knoweth that ye abide 
in death, even until now, 

8 8. This is another Character of the Sleeper here 
ſpoken to. He abides in death, though he knows it 
not. He is dead unto God, dead in Treſpaſſes aud Sins. 

| For, to be carnally minded, is death, Even as it is 
written, by one man fin entered into the World, and Death 
by fin : Aud ſo death paſſid upon all men, not only tem- 
poral death, but likewiſe ſpiritual and eternal. 7 the 
day thou eateft ; ſaĩid God to Adam) thou halt ſurely die; 
No: bodily, (unleſs as he then became mortal) but ſpi- 
ritually: Thou ſhalt loſe the Life of thy Soul: Thou 
ſhalr die to God, ſhalt be ſeparated from Him thy efſen- 
tial Life and Happineſs. 
9. Thus firſt was diſſolved the vital Union of our 
Soul with God; inſomuch that in te mat of natu- 
ral Life wve are now in ſpiritual Death. And herein 
we remain, Mill the ſecond Adam becomes a quick- 
ning Spirit to us, 'till he raiſes the Dead, the Dead 
\ in. Sin, in Pleaſure, Riches, or Honvurs. But be-- 
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ture any dead Soul can live, he hears (hearkens te) 
te voice of the Son of God; He is made ſenſible or 
his loſt ettate, and receives the ſentence of Death in 
himſelf. He knows himſelf to be dead awhile he liverh, 
dead ro God and all things of God: Having no more 
power to perform the Actions of a living Chriſtian, 
than a dead Body to perform the Functions of a li- 
ving Nan. 

10. And moſt certain it is, that one dead in fin, 
has not Sexſes exercijed to dijiern ſpiritual Good and 
Evil: Huing Eyes be ſees not; he hath Ears, and 
| hears not. He duth not ae ard /te the Lord is gra- 
cious. He hath not ſeen God at any Time, nor heard 
bis Votee, nor handled the Word of I:fe. In ven is the 
Name of Jefve, lite Ointment peured forth, and all his 
Garments ſincil of Myrrh,. Aloes, and Cafia. The Soul 
that fleepeth in death, hath no percepticn of any 
Objects of this Kind, His Heart is pa? feeling, and 
underſtandeth none of theſe Things. 

11. And hence, having no ſpiritual Senfes, no 
Inlers. of ſpiritual Knowledge, the natural Man re- 
ceiveth not the Things of the Spirit of God; Nay, 
he is ſo far from receiving them, that whatſoever is 
ſpiritually difcerned, is mere fooliſhneſs unto him. 
He is not content with being utterly ignorant of ſpt- 
ritual Things, but he denies the very Exiſtence of 
them. And ſpiritual ſenſation itſelf, is to him, the 
Fooliſhneſs of Folly. Hoy faith he can theſe things le? 
How can any man know that he is alive to God ? 
Even as you know, that your Body is now alive. 
Faith is the Life of the foul; And it ye have this 
Lite abiding in you, ye want no mark to.evidence it 
to you e, but that E © Trivyazs@ ,. that divine 
Conſciouſneſs, that Wits of God, which is move 
and greater than ten thouſand human Witneſſes. 

12. It he doth not now bear Witneſs with thy 
Spirit, that thou art a Child of God, O that he 
might convince thee, thou poor unawakened vinner, 
by his demonſtration and power, that thou art a 
Child of the Devil! O that as I prophecy, there 

| might 
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might now be a Noe and a 22 and may the 
Bones come together, Bone to his Bone ! Then come from 
the four Ii 3 O Breath, and breathe on the/e Slain that 
they may live ! And do not ye harden your hearts, and 
reliit the Holy Ghoſt, who even now eis come to con- 
wince you of fit, becauſe you believe not on the Name of the 
only b, gotten Son of God. 

II. 1. Wheretore Awake thou that Nleeprſt, and a ij; 
From the dead, God caileth thee now by my mouth; 
and bids thee know thyſelf, thou fallen ſpirit; thy 
true State and only Concern below. hut mean}? 
thou O Sleejer ? Are Call uþon thy God, if fo be thy 
God «vill think upon thee that thou perilh not. A mighty 
'Fempeſt is ſtirred up round about thee, and thou art 
finking into the depths of Perdition, the Gulph of 
God's judgments, It thou would eſc:pe them, caſt 
thyſelf into them. Fudge thyſelf, and thou ſhalt not be 
indged o of the Lord. 

2. Awake, awake! Stand up this Moment, leſt 
thou drin of the Lord's hand the cu of h 5 fury ; Stir 
up thyſelt 70 /ay Hold on the Lord, the Lord hy Righte.uf: 


. meſs, mighty to ſave. / Shake y from the Drf?. At 


leaſt, let the Earthquake of God's "Thre:tning ſhake 
thee. Awake and cry out with the tremblins Guaer. 
What muſt I do to be ſa v? And never relt, "til: thau 
2 on the Lord Jeſus, w with a faith which 1s his 
5ift by the Operation of his Spirit. | 
If I ſpeak to any one of vou more than to no- 

wer, it is to thee, who thinkeſt thyſelf unconce ned 
in this Exhortation, / have a Aeſſage from God unto 
thee, In his name 1 crarn thee to fle. on the avrath 
ta come. Thou unholy {oul, ſce thy Picture in cen— 
demned Peter, lying in the daik Vunge n, betu cen 
the Soldiers, bound with tro Chains the Keepers 
before the Door keeping the Priton. The Night is 
far ſpent, the Morning is at hand when thou art 19 
be brought forth to Execution. And in theſe dren. 
ful. Circumſtances, thou art Jalt aſlcep; thou ar! taſt 
3. ; 0 ua cep 


FS 
aſleep in the Devil's Arms, on the brink of tho Pl.. 
in the Jaws of everlaſting Deſtruction, 

4. O may the Angel of the Lord come unto thee, and 
the Light ſhine into thy, priſon ! And mayſt thou feel the 
Stroke of an Almighty Hand, raifing thee with, Ariſo, 
up quickly, gird thyſelf, and bind on. thy Sandals, caſt thy 
Garment about thee, and follow me ! ; 

5. Awake thou everlaſting Spirit, out of thy Drea 
of worldly Happineſs. Did not. God create thee tor 
Himſelt? Then thou canſt not reſt, *till: thou reſteſt 
in Him. Return thou Wanderer. Fly back to thy 
Ark. This is not thy home. Think. not of building 
Tabernacles here, Thou art but a Stranger, a So— 
journer upon Earth: A. Creature of a. day, but juit 
| launching out into an unchangeable State. Make haſte, 
Eternity is at hand. Eternity depends on this moment. 
An Eternity of happineſs, or an Eternity of Miſery ! 

6. In what ſtate is thy Soul? Was. God while I. 
am yet ſpeaking, to require it: of thee,, Art thou 
ready to meet death and judgment? Can'ſt thou ſtand 
in his fight, who z5 of purer ryes than tobehold Iniquity ? 
Art thou mee? to be a partaker of the Tuheritance of the 
Saints in Light? Haſt thou fought the good fight, and 
kept the Faith ? Halt thou ſecured the one Thing need. 
ful? FHaſt thou recovered the image of God, even 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ! Haſt thou put off the o 
Alan, and put on the Nea? Art thou cloathed upon with 

7, Haſt thou Oil in thy Lamp? Grace. in thy 
Heart? Doſt thou love the Lord / God, with all 
thy Heart, and with all thy Mind, and with all thy Soul, 
aud with all thy Strensth? Is. that mind in. thee which 
as alſo in Chriſt jeſus? Art thou a Chriſtian indeed? 
That is, a New. Creature? Are old Things paſt away and 
all Things become new ? | 

8. Art thou Partaker of the, Divine Nature? Knowe/t 
thou not, that Chriſt is in thee, except thou be reprobate ? 
Knoweſt thou that God diwelleth in thee, oF thou in 
God, S his Spirit which be hath given thee ? Knowelt thou 


not 
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not, that thy B Temple of the Holy Chat, aul eñ 
thou baſl of God 5 Hit thou the WY 7zne 5 in Hyſelf'? The 
{earneſt of thine Fihcritance ? Art thou ſealed hy that 
Spirit of Promiſe, 4:0 the Vay of Redemption ? Hait thou 
received the Holy Ghoſt ? — Or doſt thou art at the 
Queſtion, not knowing whether there be any Holy. 
Gholt ? 

9. It it offends thee, be thou afſured, that thou 
neither art a Chriſtian. nor defireſt to be one. Ny 
thy very Prayer is turned into ſn; And thou haſt ſo— 
lemnly mocked God this very day, by praying 
tor the FHnſpiration of the Iluy Spirit, When thou 
didſt not believe, there was any luch thing to be receiv'd. 

10. Yet on the Authority of God's Word, ayd car 
own Church, Imuſt repeat the Queſtion, II % thou 
received the Holy Ghoſt ? It thou hait not, thou art not 
yet a Chriſtian: For a Chriſtian is a man that is 2 
ed with the Holy Ghoſt and c, Power Thou art nat 
yet made a Partaker of pure religion, and unde filed. 
Dott thou know what Religion is? That it is a partici— 
pation of the divine nature: The Life of God in the 
toul of man: Chriſt formed in the Heart; Chriit 7 
thee, the Hope Glory: Happineſs and Holinels : Hea- 
ven begun upon earth: A Kingdom of God within thee ; 
not Meat and Drink; no outward thing; but ri, leon 
meſs, and Prace and Foy in the H:ly Ghoſt ? An exerlaſt— 
ing Kingdom brought into thy ſoul, a prace of God, 
that paſſeth all unde ſtanding, à Foy wn/peakable, and full 
of Glo: y? | 
_ 11. Knoweſt thou, that zz Jeſus Chriſt, neither Cir- 
cumcifion availeth any thing, or Uncireumcifion ; but Faith 
that worketh by Lowe; but a new Creation? Seeſt thou 
the Neceſſity of that Inward Change, that ipiritual 
Birth, that life from the Dead, that Holineſs? And 
art thou throughly convinced, that «<v:ithout it, no mar 
ſhall ſee the Bord? Art thou labouring atter it? Giving 
all Diligence to make thy calling and clection ſure ? Works 
ing out thy ſalvation with Fear and Trembling? Agonizin;s 
to enter in at the ſ'rait Gate; Art thou in earneft about 


thy ſoul? And canſt thou tell the Searcher of gar 5 
TLC: 
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* God art the thing that 1 long for / Lord, Thou Knows»: 


Sit * things, Thou knowett that I would love thee! 
Thou hopelt to be ſaved but what Reaſon haſt 
pens tO give ot the hope that is in thee? Is it becauſe 
thou haſt done no Harm? Or, becauſe thou halt done 
much Good? Or, becauſe thou art no: like other Men, 
but wiſe, or learned, or honeſt and morally good ? 
Eiteemed of Men, or of a fair Reputation; Alas, all 
th's will never bring thee to God. It is in his Account 
lighter than vanity. Doſt thou {zowv Jeſus Chriſt, 
gh he hath jint ? Narh he taught thee, that 35 Grace 
ab are [aved, thro Faith ; and that, not of eur/tives; it 
75 the Gift of God : not of Wi oi, left any man ſhould 
lo? Hait thou received the taithful laying, as the 
whole Foundation ot thy hope, that jelus Chriſt came 
into the world to fave ſinners . ' Hatt thou learnt what 
that meaneth, / came u01 to call the Rightrons, but Sinners 
20 Repentance ? [am not ſent but to the 10 Sheep ? Art 
thou (he that heareth, let him underitand) lott, dead? 
Damned already ? Doſt thou know thy deferts ? Dolt 
thou feel thy Wants? Art thou poor iu Spi it? Mou ru- 
inz for God, and refuling to be cœntorted? Is the 


Prodigal come to himfelf, and well content to be there 
tore thought 5e H mjelf, by thoſe who are fill feeding 


upon the hufks which he had left? Art thou willing to 
live god;y in Chriſt Jelus? And doſt thou therefore 


ſuffer perjecution ® D» Men ſay all manner of evil againſt 


thee 0 Yelp for the San of man's Sake ? 
. Othat in all theſe queſtions ye may hear the 


Voice that wakes the Dead, and feel that Hammer ot. 


the Word, which breaketh the Rock in pieces !—1f ye 
vill hear his Voice, . To-day, while it is called To-day, 


Harden not your Hearts, Now awake thou that leeprft 


in ſpiritual death, that thou fleep not in Death eter- 
nal! Feel thy loſt Eſtate, and ariſe from the Dead, 
Leuve thine old Companions in Sin and Death. Fol- 
low thou Jeſus, and /et the ad bury their dead. 


Save thyfelf from his untoward Generation. Come out 


ou among them, and be thou ſiparate, and touch not 


the. 
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the-mulean Thing, and the Lord Hall receive thee, Chrift 
all gie thee Lig bt. 

III. 1. This Promiſe I come laſtly, to explain.— 
And how encouraging a Conſideration is this, That 
whoſoever thou art who obeyelt his Call, thou canſt 
not ſeek his face in vain! It thou even now awake/, 
and arijefft from the dead, He hath bound himſe lr 
to give thee Light. The Lord u give thee Grace 
and Glory : The Light of his grace here, and tltc 
Light of his Glory, when thou receiveſt the Crown 
that fadeth not away, Thy Light all break forth as 
the Morning, and thy darkuejs be as tle Noon-day, 
God who comman«eth the Light to ſhine out of darknej3 
ſhall ue in ty heart, to grwve thee the Know.eulge of rhe 
Glory of God in the Face of Jelus Chiiſt, On them 
that fear the Lord Hall the for of rizhtrouſne3s ariſe, 
evith hea.ing in his wings, And in that day it. tall be jaid 
unto thee, ariſe, ſhine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is riſen upon thee; For Chriſt fall reveal 
himfelt in thee. And he is the true Light, 

2. Gol is the Light, and will give himſelf to every. 
awakened Senner that waiteth for him: And thou ſhall 
then be a temple of the living God and Chriſt ſhall 
dell in thy heart by faith : And being rooted and grounded 
in Lowe, thou ſhalt be able to. comprehend ruth all ſaints, 
auhat is the Breadih and Length, and Heizhth of that 
Z. owe of Chriit which paſſeth Know'edge that thou may/t 
be filled awvith all the Fulne/s of God, 

3. Ye {ee your Calling, Brethren, We are called 
to be an hahitaiion of God through his Spirit: Aud thro 
his Spirit develling in us, ta be Saints here, aud partakers 
of the Inheritance of ihe Saints in lights So exceeding great 
ae the promiſes ⁊o- ch axe gen to ws, actually given 
unto us who bel:eve, For by faith «ve receive not the 
Spirit of the World, but the Shirit evhich is of Ged, the 
Sum ot all the promites, /a we may kncv the things 
that are freely giren to us of Hod. | 

4. The Spirit of CurIsr is that great gift of God, 
wluch at foundry Limes, and in divers 5 
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hath promiſed to Man, and hath fully beſtowed fince- 
the time that Chriſt was glorified. "Thoſe promiſes 
before made to the Fathers, he hath thus tulfilled ; 
J will put my ſpirit within you, and chuſe you to cvaik in 
my featutes*., [will pour Water upon him that is thirty, 
and Finods upon the diy ground : I gui pour my ſpirit up0n 
thy ſeed, and my Bl:fſings upon thine Offspring? « 

5. Ye may all be living Witnefles of theſe Things: 
Ot Remithon of Sins, aud the Gift of the Holy 


Ghoſt. If thou cant believe, all things are poſſible to 


bim that bilieveth. Who among yeu is there that frarcth 
the Lord, aud yet evalketh in darkneſs, and hatl nn 
Li:ht? I aik thee ia the Name oi Jeſus, Bælieveſt 
thou that s trim is not [hortned at all? That he is 
ſtill mighty to ſave? That he is the ſame Tefterday, 
To-day, and forever £ That He hath now Power on 
Earth to forgive Sins? Son, be of good chear, thy ſins 
ere forgiven, God for Chriſts' Sake hath forgiven 
thee, Receive this, rot as the word of man, but as 
zt is, indeed the Mord of God; and thou art juſtified 
Freely thre” Faith. Thou ſhalt be ſanctified alſo through 
Faith which is in Jeſus, and ſhall ſet thy ſeal, even 
thine, that God bath given unto us eternal Life, and. 
this Life ia his Son. 

6. Men and Brethren, let me freely ſpeak unto 
you; And ſuffer ye the Word of Exhortation, even 
trom one the leaſt eſteemed in the Church. Your 
Conſcience beareth you witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, 
that theſe things are ſo, zf /o be ye have taſted that 
the Lord ts graciouss This is eternal life to know the 
only true God and Jeſus Chriſt avbom he hath ſeut. 
This is experimental Knowledge, and this alone is 


true Chriſtanity. He is a Chriſtian who hath re- 


ceived the Spirit of Chriſt, He is not a Chriſtian, 
who hath not received Him. Neither is it poſlible 
to have received Him, and not know it. For + at 


that 
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bat day (when he cometh, ſaith our Lord) ye ſha?t 
knoxw, that I am in my Father, and you in Me, and T 
in you. This is that Spirit of Truth, whom the Worid 
cannot receive, becauje it ſfeeth Him not, neither knowweth 
Him. But ye know Him: for he divells qvith you, and 
ſhall be in you. 

7. The World cannot receive him, but utterly re- 
jecteth the Promiſe of the Father, contradicting and 
blaſpheming. But every Spirit which confeſſeth not 
this, is not of God. Yea, his is that Spirit of Auti- 
chrift, whereof ye have heard, that it ſhould come into 
the World, and even now it is in the World, He is 
Antichriſt, whoſoever denies the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt, or that the indwelling Spirit of God is 
the common privilege of all believers, the Bleſſings 
of the Goſpel, the unſpeakable gift, the univerſal 
Promiſe, the Criterion ot a real Chriſtian, 

8. It nothing helps them to ſay, We do not 
& deny the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit; but only this 
« Inſpiration, this receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and being 
&« ſenſible of it. It is only this /ce/ing of the Spirit, 
4 this being move by the Spirit, or fled with it, 
© which we deny to have any place in found Reli- 
„ gion.“ But in ozly denying this, you deny the whole 
Scriptures, the whole Truth and Promiſe and Teſti- 
mony of God, 

9. Our own excellent Church knows nothing of 
this deviliſh Diſtinction; But ſpeaks plainly of * fee/- 
ins the Spirit of Chriſt; of being 1 moved by 
the Holy Gheft, and knowing and & feeling. there is no 
other name than that of Jeſus, whereby we can re- 
ceive any Salvation. She teaches us alſo to pray for 
the : n/piration of the Holy Spirit: yea, that we may 
be + filled xvith the Holy Ghofl. Nay, and every Preſ- 
byter of her's, profeſſes to receive the Holy Ghoſt, by 


the 


— 


— 


— — 


* Art. 17. 1 Office of conſecrating Priefls, 1 Viſt- 
zation of the Sick, x Colle before the Holy Communion, 
+ Order of Confirmation, + | 


Ls 


at. ä 


n 


e Inpoſction of hands, Therefore to deny any of 
theſe, is, in effect, to renounce the Church ot Zryland, 
as well as the whole chriſtian Revelation. 

10. But the Wijcdom of God was always Foolihneſ 
with Men. No marvel then, that the great myſtery 


of the Goſpel ſhould be now alſo S from the Wiſe and 


Prudent, as well as in the days of old; that it thould 


be almoſt univerſally denied, ridiculed and exploded 


as mere Frenzy: And all who dare avoiy it ſtiil brand- 
ed with the names of Madmen and Enthufiaſts, This 
is that falling away which was to come: The general 
Apoltacy, ot all Orders and Degrees of Men, which 
we even now find to have overſpread the Earth. Ran 
to and ſro in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ſee if you can 
find a Man; A Man that loveth the Lord his God 
with all his Heart, and ſerveth hun with all his 
Strength. How does our own Land mourn (it we 
look no farther) under the Oxerflowings of Ungodli- 
neſs? What Villanies of every kind are committed 
Day by Day? Yea, too often with Impunity, by 
thoſe who fin with a high hand, and glory in their 
Shame? Who can reckon up the Oaths, Curſes, Pro- 
faneneſs, Blaſphemies; the Lying, the Slandering, 
Evil ſpeaking, the Sabbath-breaking, Gluttony, 
Drunkenneſs, Revenge, the Whoredoms, Adulteries, 
and various Uncleanneſs; the Frauds, Injuttice, Op— 
preſſion, Extortion which overſpread our Land as a 
Flood ? | 
11. And even among thoſe who have kept them- 
ſelves pure from thoſe grofſer abominations, how 
much Anger and Pride, and how much Sloth and 
Idleneſs, how much Softneſs and Effeminacy, how 
much Luxury and Self-indulgence, how much Co- 
vetouſneſs and Ambition, how much Thirſt of Praiſe, 
how much Love of the World, how much Fear of 
Man is to be found ? Mean while, how little of true 
Religion ? For where is he that loveth either God or 
his Neighbour, as He hath given us Commandment ? 
On the one hand are thoſe, who have not ſo much as 
the Form of Godlineſs; On 'the other, thoſe who 
have 


( 13: ) 

have the Form only : There ſtands the open, there 
the painted Sepulchre. So that in very deed, wha- 
ſoe ver were earneſtly to behold any public gathering 
together of the people, (I tear thoſe in our churches 
are not to be excepted) might ealily perceive, that 
the one part were Sadduces, and the other Phariſees ; 
The one having. almoſt as little concern about reli— 
gion, as if there was no Reſtrrefion neither Angel nor 
Spirit: And the other making it a mere lifeleſs Form 
a dull round of external pertormances, without ei- 
ther true Faith, or the Love of God, or Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

12. Would to God I could except us of this Place.. 
Brethren, my heart's defire and prayer to God tor 
you is, that ye may be ſaved from this overflowing. 
of Ungodlineſs, and that here may its proud waves 
be ſtay'd! But is it ſo indeed? God knoweth, yea, 
and our own conſcience, it is not. We have not 
kept ourſelves pure. Corrupt are we alſo, and abo- 
minable; and few are there that underſtand any 
more, few that worſhip God in Spirit and in truth, 
We too are à Generation. that ſet not our Hearts aright, 
and whoſe Spirit cleaveth not fledfaſiſy unto God, He 
hath appointed us indeed, to be he Salt of the earth : 
But if the Salt hath loft its Savour, it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be caft out, and to be trodden under 
foot of Men. 

13- And Shall J not wifit for theſe things, ſaith the 
Lord, Shall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as 
this? Yea we know not how ſoon he may ſay to the 
Sword, Sword go through the Land! He hath given 
us a long ſpace to repent. He lets us alone this year: 
alſo. But he warns and awakens us by Thunder. 
His judgments are abroad in the earth. And we 
have all reaſog to expect that heavieſt of all, even 
that he ſhould come unto us quickly and remove our Can- 
dleflick out of its Place, except awe repent and do the firſt 
Works; Unleſs we return to the principles of the Re- 
formation, the truth and fiwplicity of the Goſpel, 

Perhaps 


Perhaps we are now jt; "the lat effort of arias * 
Grace to ſave us. Perhaps we have well nigh lle 
the meaſure of our iniquities, by rejecting the Council 
of God againſt ourſelves and Ar een gut his * 
8 
. O God, in the midſt of wrath ceteris . 4 
Be olorified in our reformation, not in our deſtrue- 
tion! Let us hear the Rod, and him that appointed it. 
Now that % Judgments are abroad in the earth, let the 
Inbabitants of the <world learn righteouſucſs, © * 
15. My brethren, it is high time for us to awake 
cut of ſleep, before the grear trumpet of the Lord be 
blown, and our Land becomes a field of Blood. O 
may we ſpeedily ſee the things that make for our 
Peace, before they are hid from our eyes | Turn. 
Thou us, O good Lord, and let thine anger ceaſe from. 
2. O Lord look down from Heaven, behold and wifit- 
this Vines and cauſe us to know the time of our vi- 
tation. Help us O God of our ſalvation, for the Gloy 
of thy Name : O deliver us, and be merciful to our fs, 
for thy name's ſake : And fo will <ve- not go back from 
' thee, O let us lime and we ſhall call upon thy name. Turn 
us again, O Lord God of hoſts, ſhew the light ef 2 
Counlenauce, and wwe Jha: be «whole. 
Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that cue can aſh or think, acc ording to the porver 
that wworketh in us; unto him be glory in the Chureb by 
Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, Morid <vithout Ende. 
Amen. 


